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HOW TO USE

WHEN TO USE
• Small Group Reading Instruction
• Literacy Centers
• Interventions
• Tutoring

Paint Tray Phonics is an ideal multisensory 
solution to take your literacy instruction to 
the next level! Aligned with the Science of 

Reading, this resource includes contractions 
task cards for students to write, with 

components that are easily differentiated 
among 1st-3rd Grade students.

MATERIALS NEEDED
• 20-well Paint Trays (one per student or pair of students)

-CLICK HERE FOR AMAZON BASICS PAINT TRAYS
-CLICK HERE FOR GENERIC PAINT TRAYS

• Ultra fine-tip dry erase markers

https://rstyle.me/+JJSdc_RJDQqmjrevca20SQ
https://rstyle.me/+02e-nbJucdedc-YZpjM9NQ


COMPONENTS
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TEACHING CHART

RECORDING SHEETS

TASK CARDS

(2 OPTIONS) 
ANSWER KEYS



SET-UP & ORGANIZATION

Tape prompt card
to the side of the

paint tray.
(2 sizes provided)

Task Cards on 1” book rings and stored in gallon-sized baggie
(one set per student or pair of students)

©Brooke Brown



ROUTINES

1) Students place the task
card on their tray.

3) Students write the
contraction.

2) Students write the two 
words, then cross out the 

letter(s) that will be removed
to make a contraction.
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4) Students write the words, 
contractions, and sentences on a 

recording sheet.

OPTION 1 OPTION 2
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TAPE THESE CARDS TO THE LEFT SIDE OF THE TRAY TO REMIND 
STUDENTS OF PROCEDURES.

FOR AMAZON BASICS PAINT TRAYS (WITH MARKER HOLDER)
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FOR GENERIC PAINT TRAYS (NO MARKER HOLDER)
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STUDENTS OF PROCEDURES.
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CONTRACTIONS – TASK CARD COVERS

not

will, would

am, is, are, us

has, have, had
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can not
can not

can t

can not
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can not
1

did not
2

are not
3

do not
4

has not
5

C
O
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–

N
O

T
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have not
6

is not
7

were not
8

was not
9

not
10

will
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must not
11

12

could not
13

would not
14

should not



TWO WORDS CONTRACTION
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not CONTRACTIONS
Name:__________________________
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

not CONTRACTIONS
Name:__________________________



not CONTRACTIONS
Name:__________________________
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE



CHECK YOUR
WORK!

1) can’t
2) didn’t
3) aren’t
4) don’t
5) hasn’t
6) haven’t
7) isn’t
8) weren’t
9) wasn’t
10) won’t
11) mustn’t
12) couldn’t
13) wouldn’t
14) shouldn’t

Not Contractions
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CHECK YOUR
WORK!
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Not Contractions

1) can’t
2) didn’t
3) aren’t
4) don’t
5) hasn’t
6) haven’t
7) isn’t
8) weren’t
9) wasn’t
10) won’t
11) mustn’t
12) couldn’t
13) wouldn’t
14) shouldn’t
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you are
you are

you re

you are
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I am
1

he is
2

she is
3

that is
4

there is
5
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R
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where is
6

who is
7

what is
8

you are
9

are
10

we
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they are
11

12

let us
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION
1
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am, is, are, us CONTRACTIONS
Name:__________________________
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

Name:__________________________

am, is, are, us CONTRACTIONS
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

Name:__________________________

am, is, are, us CONTRACTIONS



CHECK YOUR
WORK!

1) I’m
2) he’s
3) she’s
4) that’s
5) there’s
6) where’s
7) who’s
8) what’s
9) you’re
10) we’re
11) they’re
12) let’s
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CHECK YOUR
WORK!

©Brooke Brown

1) I’m
2) he’s
3) she’s
4) that’s
5) there’s
6) where’s
7) who’s
8) what’s
9) you’re
10) we’re
11) they’re
12) let’s

AM, IS, ARE, US CONTRACTIONS AM, IS, ARE, US CONTRACTIONS
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we will
we will

we ll

we will
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I will
1

you will
2

she will
3

he will
4

they will
5

C
O
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we will
6

who will
7

what will
8

I would
9

10

you
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would
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he would
11

12

she would
13

we would
14

they would
15

who would
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U
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION
1

2

3

4

5
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will, would CONTRACTIONS
Name:__________________________
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8
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

Name:__________________________
will, would CONTRACTIONS

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE



Name:__________________________
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

will, would CONTRACTIONS



CHECK YOUR
WORK!

1) I’ll
2) you’ll
3) she’ll
4) he’ll
5) they’ll
6) we’ll
7) who’ll
8) what’ll
9) I’d
10) you’d
11) he’d
12) she’d
13) we’d
14) they’d
15) who’d
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CHECK YOUR
WORK!
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1) I’ll
2) you’ll
3) she’ll
4) he’ll
5) they’ll
6) we’ll
7) who’ll
8) what’ll
9) I’d
10) you’d
11) he’d
12) she’d
13) we’d
14) they’d
15) who’d

WILL, WOULD CONTRACTIONSWILL, WOULD CONTRACTIONS
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I have

I have

I ve

I have
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he has
1

she has
2

who has
3

what has
4

where has
5
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E,
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A

D
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I have
6

you have
7

we have
8

they have
9

10

who have
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C
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I had
11

12

you had
13

he had
14

she had
15

had
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they
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we had
16

17

who had
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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12

13
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15

16
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has, have, had CONTRACTIONS
Name:__________________________
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

has, have, had CONTRACTIONS
Name:__________________________

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE



101

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
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TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

Name:__________________________

TWO WORDS CONTRACTION

SENTENCE

has, have, had CONTRACTIONS



CHECK YOUR
WORK!

1) he’s
2) she’s
3) who’s
4) what’s
5) where’s
6) I’ve
7) you’ve
8) we’ve
9) they’ve
10) who’ve
11) I’d
12) you’d
13) he’d
14) she’d
15) they’d
16) we’d
17) who’d
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CHECK YOUR
WORK!

©Brooke Brown

HAS, HAVE, HAD CONTRACTIONS HAS, HAVE, HAD CONTRACTIONS

1) he’s
2) she’s
3) who’s
4) what’s
5) where’s
6) I’ve
7) you’ve
8) we’ve
9) they’ve
10) who’ve
11) I’d
12) you’d
13) he’d
14) she’d
15) they’d
16) we’d
17) who’d



https://teachoutsidethebox.com/terms-of-use/
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